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Hon’ble Prime Minister inaugurates "Biniyog Bhaban"

HPM urges all to make 
investments in the country

Hon’ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina MP inaugurated Biniyog Bhaban, 
at Agargaon, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka on February 05, 2023.

Hon’ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina MP visits Mr. Salman Fazlur 
Rahman, MP, Adviser, Private Industry and Investment to the HPM’s 
office at Biniyog Bhaban on february 05, 2023.

Hon’ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina MP inaugurated 
"Biniyog Bhaban", the head office of BIDA, on 
February 05, 2023. The Building situated at Agargaon, 
Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka, also houses head offices 
of the Bangladesh Economic Zones Authority (BEZA) 
and the National Skills Development Authority (NSDA).

Hon’ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina MP graced the 
event as the Chief Guest and Mr. Salman Fazlur 
Rahman, MP, Private Industry and Investment Adviser 
to the HPM chaired the occasion. The event was 
exemplified by Mr. Tofazzel Hossain Miah, Principal 
Secretary to the HPM, and Mr. Lokman Hossain Miah, 
Executive Chairman, BIDA.

Among the highly distinguished guests, several cabinet 
ministers including Mr. Anisul Huq, Hon’ble Minister, 
Ministry of Law, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs; Mr. 
Golam Dastagir Gazi (Birprotik), Hon’ble Minister, 
Ministry of Textiles & jute; Hon’ble Members of the 
National Parliament; high government officials 
including Mr. Md. Mahbub Hossain, cabinet Secretary; 
Mr. Mohammed Mezbah Uddin Chowdhury, Senior 

Secretary, Ministry of Public Administration;
Mr. Shaikh Yusuf Harun, Executive Chairman, BEZA 
and Ms. Nasreen Afroz, Executive Chairman, NSDA; 
President of the Chambers of Commerce and Industries, 
H.E. Ambassadors, prominent business personalities, 
and dignitaries were present at the Occation.

After the function, the Hon’ble Prime Minister visited 
the offices of BIDA, BEZA, NSDA and the Hon’ble 
Private Industry and Investment Adviser to the HPM 
with distinguished guests at his office situated in
this building.

The 12-storeyd "Biniyog Bhaban" (investment 
building) was constructed on 1 acre of land at the cost of 
BDT 198 crore to facilitate domestic and foreign 
investment in Bangladesh.

Hon’ble Prime Minister, Sheikh Hasina, MP called upon 
everyone to invest in Bangladesh for the development 
of the country. She made this request while speaking as 
the chief guest in the Inauguration Ceremony of the 
“Biniyog Bhaban”. She particularly said that, “I request 
everyone to make investment. It will not only bring 
benefit for yourself, but also for
the country.” 

The Prime Minister emphasized expanding the export 
basket by adding new export items and opening up new 
markets. "Bangladesh will continue to progress through 
local and foreign investment and Bangladesh will 
become a developed country by 2041," she said. 
Mentioning that her government's main goal is to 
develop grass root people, she also said that, "When 
their purchasing power and per capita income 
increases, then our own market will be created."

In this connection, she also said that the government has 
established communication with the neighboring 
countries including Bhutan, Nepal, India, Thailand, and 
Myanmar as Bangladesh is geographically located in the 
epicenter. She pointed out that South Asia is a market of 
300 million people and everyone can benefit from it.
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Bangladesh is the best place to 
invest

Hon’ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina MP gave a speech as the Chief 
Guest at the Biniyog Bhaban, Inauguration Ceremony Function
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HPM mentioned that an international airport is being 
built in Cox's Bazar, along with a direct railway 
connection with Dhaka. "Bangladesh can be a bridge 
between east and west. This is how we develop 
Bangladesh," she said. She also pointed out that the 
geopolitical situation is favorable for Bangladesh, so the 
government is building a deep-sea port at Matarbari, 
and the development of the Paira seaport is going along 
with modernization of Chittagong and Mongla seaports, 
the bay terminal and other facilities. “I hope this 
forward march of Bangladesh will continue,”
she added.  

The HPM mentioned that her government has provided 
comprehensive electricity coverage across the country.  
She, however, said the users should pay the actual cost 
to avail themselves of gas and electricity supply. HPM 
also urged the people of the country to invest more in 
the food and agro-processing industries.

Mr. Salman Fazlur Rahman, MP, Adviser, Private 
Industry and Investment to the HPM was in the chair 
while Mr. Lokman Hossain Miah, Executive Chairman, 
BIDA delivered the welcome address.

civil society organizations, chambers, business leaders 
among others. 

BIDA, the UK’s Foreign, Commonwealth, and 
Development Office (FCDO), and the International 
Finance Corporation (IFC) jointly organized this event 
to disseminate the evaluation report of the Bangladesh 
Investment Climate Fund (BICF) program. The program 
was designed to improve the investment climate in 
Bangladesh with a long-term strategic approach towards 
improving business enabling environment, supporting 
investment in industrial infrastructure, enhancing export 
diversification, and trade competitiveness. The program 
focused on addressing underlying issues around 
investments such as supporting the simplification of 
regulatory processes, improving the regulatory 
framework for specific sub-sectors and economic zones, 
digitizing procedures and supporting targeted 
investment promotion.

In this event, BIDA Chief said, “BIDA is working to 
make its one-stop service (OSS) 100 percent operational 
within three to four months to provide prompt services 

to the investors." Now, we are providing 71 services of 
27 organizations through our online OSS platform. He 
invited both domestic and foreign companies to invest 
in the IT and medical equipment sectors, claiming that 
both have enormous potential for growth in Bangladesh. 

H.E. Mr. Robert Chatterton Dickson, British High 
Commissioner to Bangladesh, attended the event as the 
special guest and told British investors are keen to 
invest in the aviation, education, and financial sectors in 
Bangladesh. He also said that the UK will be providing 
more capital to Bangladesh. 

"The country has great potential to have a much bigger 
aviation sector than it does now." "Airbus UK is keen to 

Mr. Lokman Hossain Miah, Executive Chairman, BIDA 
has said that Bangladesh is the best place to invest for 
investors with a huge market and a large young 
generation. He made this remark during his speech as 
the Chairman of event titled “Investment Climate 
Reforms in Bangladesh: Findings from the End-Term 
Evaluation of Bangladesh Investment Climate Fund 
(BICF) Program" at Dhaka on February 22, 2023. The 
event was attended by government officials, members 
from Development Partners, think tanks, NGOs and 
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Trade License now being issued for 5 years

Bangladesh starts producing 
CNG Three-wheelers

sophisticated manufacturing plant located at Bhaluka, 
Mymensingh. 

become a partner with Bangladesh to develop the 
aerospace sector here," he added.

Ms. Mohsina Yasmin, Executive Member, BIDA, Mr. 
Duncan Overfield, Deputy Development Director, 
FCDO Bangladesh and Mr. Martin Holtmann, Country 

BIDA works with Local Government Division to implement the reform of trade license term from one year to five years. Trade 
License in Bangladesh will now be issued for a term of five years instead of one. BIDA had suggested the reform in a letter sent 
to the Local Government Division (LGD) on July 18, 2022. 

The letter recommended that 5-year term Trade License should be issued for both new application and extensions. It also suggested 
that a uniform application for Trade License with standardized requirements be used across the country, including City 
Corporations, Municipalities and Union Parishads. 

In a letter issued on Oct 12, 2022, the LGD instructed all City Corporations to take necessary measures to allow Trade License 
fee to be paid for a period of five years, as per the provisions of the City Corporation Standard Tax Schedule, 2016. Later on 
Jan 24, 2023, the LGD developed and issued a uniform Trade License application form, Trade License format and standard 
checklist of required documents to be used by all City Corporations, Municipalities and Union Parishads.

The latest changes made to the Trade License rules implemented through BIDA’s intervention were suggested unanimously by 
business chambers and think tanks.

The company is manufacturing and marketing the 
famous Runner-BAZAZ CNG Three-wheelers under the 
branding of Runner-Bajaj, the very first “Made in 
Bangladesh” three-wheeler brand, with the technical 
support of the Indian automotive maker BAJAJ. The 
local manufacturer, having 30,000 units per year of 
production capacity, is a subsidiary of Runner Group. 
This business conglomerate has initially invested BDT 
300 crore in the venture. This plant is not only the very 
first three-wheeler plant in Bangladesh but also the first 
plant outside India of this BAJAJ brand. The company is 
expecting to contribute 70% from local sources that will 
in turn reduce the price of the vehicle at the local 
market. As a result, Bangladesh will save millions of 
hard-earned foreign currency as import will no longer 
be required. 

Recently, the 
Runner 
Automobiles 
PLC, has 
started 
producing 
globally 
demanding 
CNG 
three-wheeler 
vehicles at its 
state-of-the-art 
and highly 
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Manager IFC for Bangladesh, Bhutan, and Nepal, 
provided opening remarks and Ms. Selma Rasavac, 
Manager, Regional Advisory Services, IFC also spoke 
at the event which included panel discussions on 
improving Bangladesh’s investment climate.
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Runner bajaj jointly manufacturing three-wheeler 
CNG local manufacturer, having 25,000-30,000 
units per year of production capacity


